4/16/04 – Infogram # 12
Initial Access and Testing Status:

- As of 4/17/04, all but 5 Club membership files have been converted and uploaded.

- One Club has a Fox Pro file and we do not have Fox Pro available to us.  We inquired if the Club would convert the file into CSV and send to us.

- Two Clubs did not have a database and they planned to experiment with the database system to create their membership lists.

- One Club – somehow our communications are crossed and we have not received a file.

- All of the Clubs have been given information on how to access.

- The CCA Database site URL is:   http://cca.ausgate.net
- The Database Support web-site URL is:  http://ameraust.com  (yes, there were some parts under construction and some “broken parts,” however I am reworking that this weekend so it should be available and in better shape beginning 4/20/04

This rest of this infogram is focused on the topic of:   

“What do you want your database to do?”

Our developer, Allan Gowen has begun initial design work, and we need more information in order to provide the capabilities you want.

There are two things that we need to do.  First, as part of this infogram, ask you for some clarification regards Provincial fees.  

The second action we have is to prioritize the wishlist items you gave us as part of the pilot effort.  Now we will get your input on whether you would use a requested capability.  Each capability can have a score ranging from all 27 clubs want and will use it to only one (1) club wants it.  For the capabilities requested by the majority, that is our highest priority item to make available.  We will post the capability rankings as well as any additional capabilities requested as part of the survey.
I – Clarification questions.

1.  We need an understanding – a few samples of:  Provincial Fees.

What is that structure?

Is that common to all clubs or specific to only one?

We know there is the Canadian Curling Association.  This is the umbrella for all of the Canadian Clubs.  If CCA fees are to be included on the CCA home page, we need a sample.

We know that there are only a few “groupings” of clubs under one “coordinating association” title.  

After my miscue earlier in this effort, it is my understanding that there is NO formal grouping of clubs by Province or Territory.  Meaning while we have the Province of Ontario and the clubs physically located in Ontario, we DO NOT have an “Ontario Curling Association” in the hierarchy structure.

Further explanation:  The hierarchy structure is:

CCA (==( “club name” Curling Club

There is no “middle association” between the CCA and any one individual club.

2.  Please provide definitions of potential “share holders and/or associates” that you may want added to your club “membership” but these would not be curlers.

II.  Wishlist Capabilities Priority Survey

For ease of reference and comparison, the original 4/1/04 wishlist is presented first.  The survey will be sent in a separate email.

We ask each club to coordinate the “club” response so we will have 27 responses and not 54.

The survey will be sent to this “Infogram” email list.

We ask you to send your responses back before but not later than  May 3, 2004.

We will tally the responses and post the ranking results on the Support web site.

You are encouraged to send in additional items you’ve not had the time to send, or new items that come to mind as you test drive the database.

The last version of the wishlist follows.  
CCA Club suggestions/requests collected to date.  Not in priority order.

1.  “We hope this will be ‘friendly;’ we are not computer buffs here.

2.  “We would like one program that would schedule ice, make contracts, billings, track payments, monthly ice revenue amortization.  

3.  Additional functions that would be useful would be a time clock/labour/and employee schedule.”

4.  Does it have established download/upload features with any accounting software?

5.  Can your system track members by team?

6.  Can the system list teams by league / night?

7.  Does the system track shareholders vs curlers?

8.  Does your system create member statements?
9.  Access to membership information using web services to allow independence of user interface.
10.  Monitoring the linear payment of membership fees over several years; a curler could pay a $500 membership fee over 5 years.

11.  Invoicing of leagues; there may be a discount that is applied for if a curler curls in more than 1 league.

12.  Invoicing and tracking of payments to curling associations; each curler pays an association fee to their province's curling association and it is collected as part of league fees.

13.  If there is a provision to allowing members to log in to access data, it would be beneficial if the member could then update their own contact information.  (If data integrity is a concern, when a member changes their data, a message could be provided to the club to accept the change before it is accepted into the database).
14.  Would like to be able to sort/find based on a number of criteria - league, DOB, email address, name, receipt # etc. without having multiple pages of info to go to.
15.  Would like to be able to create mailing labels for non emial members etc.
16.  There is a need to have a field for:  “Player/member” profile information.
(This field can include skills, bio, historical data, stats, etc.)
17.  Need field for date of birth especially for Juniors and Youth.

18.  Need fields for DOB, Year joined, Receipt #, League 
19.  Can you setup a search capability to allow search by letters instead of page numbers?  
20.  Provide reports generation capability (for the initial fields).  This can be expanded later for additional/new fields.

Any Questions, comments, “database-wishlist” items?  Please send to   Sylvia@ameraust.com
Distribution is to the CCA Database Pilot Team which includes the Volunteer Clubs, the AmerAust Technologies Team, and Danny Lamoureux.   If you wish, you can share Infogram information with your membership.  Infograms will be sent periodically to keep us all informed and on the same page.  There is so much to share and of course we will document so this information is not lost.  

